School Garden Grant Presentation a Giant Success

Modesto, Calif., Dec. 9, 2009 — Students smiled and teachmok pride in attending a
special school garden grant presentation on MorataiModesto City Schools’ Transitions
Program.

About 65 students are in the program that is iroask near the school district office in
west Modesto. Many more attend from the distribigh schools. The students, ages 18 to 22,
have mental and developmental disabilities.

The event on Monday was in recognition of the paogibeing awarded a $1,200 grant
from the California Fertilizer Foundation (CFF)haild a campus garden so students can learn
the value of growing their own food. Bank of Amerizvas also a contributor to this special
award.

“This was an educational afternoon filled with argiastic participation and one that will
be memorable for the students,” said John Blackrdaactor of the transitions program. “This
will certainly motivate them to create a full gandaf plants and vegetables.”

Pam Emery, a CFF director, added: “These studetiitéearn much more in the garden
than they ever could in the classroom. The foog fireduce will encourage them to eat healthy
and appreciate the environment around them.”

Brothers and state representatives Tom and BillryBél attended the afternoon
ceremony and emphasized the importance of educahdnagriculture to the state’s economy
and future. Modesto school district Superintend&®mntiro Flores thanked business leaders for
their donations to support the garden. He alsmgliirequested a spot in the garden for serrano
chiles.

American Lumber donated the three 5 feet by 25 [satter boxes for the garden and
Sorenson Construction built the boxes. Other bssie® have pledged such supplies as soil and
plants.

Among others attending the ceremony: Mark Herhisgctbr of special education; Kent
Johnson, a CFF board member and owner of Ag Primaiu€o. in Turlock; Bob Smith, CFF
board member; David Yonan, Bank of America; Briasarmmell, Sorenson Construction; and
Mike Henry, with American Lumber.



